The groups considered in §1 are not assumed to be finite. XiH^JXiHcoiXi is a subgroup of G. (viii) G=(X, T7*). These axioms are satisfied by any group possessing a root data in the sense of Tits [8] , and by any group for which the axioms of Steinberg [3] hold (see [3, §4] , [4, §14] , and [5, §12]).
The structure of a group G with a Bruhat decomposition can be derived from the fact that the subgroups B -XH, N -W* form a (B, iV)-pair in the sense of Tits [9], and is described by the following two results of Tits [7; 9] .
(
1.1) G = BW*B = V w ew Bo)(w)B\ moreover Boe(w)B = Boe(w')B only if w = w'.

(1.2) Let G be a group with a Bruhat decomposition such that (a) X is solvable-, (b) it is impossible to split up the set {wi, • • • , w n ) into two disjoint nonempty subsets which centralize each other ; and (c) the subgroup Gi of G generated by all conjugates of X is its own derived group. Then C(Gi) C.H, and Gi/C(Gi) is a simple group.
The 
) coincides with its derived group. Let there exist an isomorphism of the Weyl group of G onto the Weyl group of a complex simple Lie algebra Q of type A n (n^2), D n (w^4), or E n (n = 6, 7, 8) which carries distinguished generators onto distinguished generators. If for some i, | X t -| >4, then there exists a finite field K such that the subgroup of G generated by the W*-conjugates of {X lf • • • , X n \ is a homomorphic image of the universal covering group A of the Chevalley group defined by g and the field K (see Steinberg [ó]). In particular, if G is generated by the W*-conjugates of {Xi, • • • , X n ), then G/C(G) is isomorphic to the simple group of Chevalley [l] determined by g and K.
We shall give a brief sketch of the proof. Full details will appear elsewhere. Let 2 be the system of roots of $ relative to a Cartan decomposition, and let F= {ai, • • • , a n ] be a fundamental set of roots. We shall identify the Weyl group of G with the Weyl group of Q, and may identify the distinguished generators {^i, • • • , w n \ with the reflections w ai determined by the elements of F. Let G' be the Chevalley group associated with Q and an arbitrary field K. Then G' has a Bruhat decomposition with U, ^p', 3B / = G / n3B, Hc ai (see [l] ) taking the place of X, H, W*, and Xi. By (1.3), there is a one-to-one correspondence between the set of W 7 "*-conjugates of {Xi, • • • , X n } and the SB'-conjugates of {% av • • •, ï 0 J. Since the latter are the one-parameter groups {36 n fES}, we can define, for r£2, 
